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piston rod to move in a straight line. Cross-
heads are usually of cast iron.

Cross Keys, a village in Rocklngham co.?
Va. Here on June S, 1862, during the Civil
War, an indecisive battle was fought between
about 8,000 Confederates, forming part of
'Stonewall' Jackson's army, under Gen.
Ewell, and about 18,000 Federals under Gen.
Fremont.

Crossopterygil, an order of fishes, defined
by the presence of lobate paired fins, with a

Crossbow and Quarrel.

thick axis, and rays placed on either side of
this axis. The Crossopterygians are ganoid
fishes, and include the living Protopterus of
Africa, together with numerous fossil forms.

Crotalus, the genus to which the rattle-
snake belongs.

Crotch, William (1775-1847), English
musical composer, bom at Norwich; mani-
fested in childhood a marvellous musical
precocity. He became professor of music at
Oxford (1797), and in 1822 first principal of
the Royal Academy of Music, London. He
composed largely, but excelled in anthems
and oratorios. One of the best of the latter
is Palestine (1812), based on Herbert's poem.
He also wrote Elements of Musical Composi-
tion (1812).

Crotliers, Samuel McChord (1857-
1927), American clergyman, essayist, born
at Oswego, 111. As a Unitarian clergyman he
was in charge of the First Parish in Cam-
bridge, Mass, from 1894 until his death. His
works include Members of One Body (1894),
The Gentle Reader, The Understanding
Heart (1903).

Croton, a large genus of tropical shrubs
and trees, some species of which are of eco-
nomic importance. The seeds of Croton Tig-
Hum, an E. Indian tree, are the source of the
irritant, croton oil and croton liniment of
pharmacy, and of a very drastic and power-
ful purgative. The cascarilla of pharmacy,
which is used as a stimulant tonic, is the bark
of Croton eleuteria, a W. Indian shrub, Cas-
carilla bark is the- most important constitu-
ent of fumigating pastilles.

Croton, a Greek colony founded by set-

tlers from Achasa in 710 B.C., in the territory
of Bruttiuni in S. Italy. It became very
wealthy and prosperous, but in the next two
centuries its power decreased, and eventu-
ally it became incorporated in the Roman
empire. It was famous for its school of
medicine, and also as the birthplace of the
athlete Milo, and as the residence of Pytha-
goras. Its modern name is Cotrone.
Croton Aqueduct.   See Aqueducts.
Croton Bug.  See Cockroach.
Croton Oil, an oil obtained by expression
from the seeds of Croton Tiglium, a small
tree native to India and the more easterly
tropical parts of Asia. In doses of not more
than a drop it acts as a drastic purgative;
in larger doses it is externally a powerful
irritant, and internally a violent poison.
Croton River, tributary of the Hudson
River, about 60 miles in length, rises in
Dutchess county, New York, and joins the
Hudson 30 miles north of New York City.
Its basin for many years afforded the chief
water supply of New York City. See AQUE-
DUCTS; DAMS.
Croup, an inflammatory condition of the
larynx, which may also extend to the trachea,
bronchi, and bronchioles, and is character-
ized by a loud and 'metallic' or 'brassy'
cough. Inflammation of the larynx may, of
course, occur at any age; but the peculiar
development called croup is almost exclu-
sively confined to young children, mostly be-
tween the ages of two and seven. The disease
may be either membranous (diphtheritic) or
non-membranous (false croup). (See DIPH-
THERIA) .
The physician aims at securing a subsi-
dence of the swelling and an expulsion of
the membrane, when present. In the early
stages an emetic of ipecacuanha wine is
often useful. The air the patient breathes
should be kept moist and warm. Inhalations
of oxygen are of some use in lessening the
respiratory effort. Diphtheria antitoxine is
the most logical treatment for diphtheritic
croup, and as it acts admirably in croup, as
well as in diphtheria, it should be tried in all
suitable cases.
There is also a form of 'false*
croup due to a spasmodic contraction
of the glottis, which exists quite apart
from any inflammation. See DIPH-
THERIA.
Crow (Corvus), a genus of large passerine
birds of the family Corvidse, including some
200 species found throughout the world, with
the exception of New Zealand, Crows are